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AAP ELECTS NEW PRESIDENT
Judith S. Palfrey, MD, FAAP, took office as President-Elect at the October 2008 AAP National Conference and Exhibition (NCE) in Boston, Mass., and will serve as the 2009-2010 AAP President.
Dr. Palfrey is a general pediatrician and child advocate. After receiving her undergraduate degree from Harvard University and medical degree from Columbia University, she trained at Jacobi Hospital in New York. She then joined Children’s Hospital, Boston, holding the position of General Pediatrics Division Chief from 1986-2008. Under her leadership, the Division grew to one of the largest and most productive General Pediatrics programs in the country. Dr. Palfrey has served as Chair of the AAP Section on Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, President of the Academic Pediatric Association, Director of Building Bright Futures, and National Program Director of the Dyson Community Pediatrics Initiative. 
Dr. Palfrey is the T. Berry Brazelton Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School. She directs the Children’s International Pediatric Center, Children’s Hospital, Boston. She is also Master of Adams House at Harvard College along with her husband, Dr. Sean Palfrey. She has written five books, including Community Child Health and Child Health in America, and more than 100 articles dealing with improving child health systems. She has mentored hundreds of medical students, residents, and fellows.
Dr. Palfrey has advocated for fully coordinated primary care services in a “medical home” to address child health inequities, and she has provided guidance for practices and school systems for children with special health care needs. She has advocated for substantial funding of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), improved school health services and payment to pediatricians for developmental screening and coordination of care. “It is time to get health care coverage for children right once and for all,” said Dr. Palfrey. “SCHIP has been a modest step in the right direction, but nearly 9 million children remain uninsured. We must assure that all children receive excellent health care through universal insurance and the provision of a full health benefits package consistent with AAP standards – our children are depending on it.” 
ARAAP LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE
SAVE THE DATE
Please mark your calendars for a legislative conference on Saturday, January 24, 2009 from 9 am – 3 pm.  The conference will be held in the Cress Board Room at Arkansas Children’s Hospital.  Jim Pawelski, AAP Director of State Government Affairs, will moderate the conference which will include valuable information regarding developing effective relationships with legislators.  Participants will also have an opportunity to hear from state and federal elected legislators, as well as a representative from Governor Beebe’s office.  The conference is free for state chapter members.  There will be a nominal fee for other attendees.  More details will follow closer to the conference date.  

ARAAP FOUNDATION FUNDS THREE MEMBER PROJECTS

The ARAAP Foundation recently awarded three grants to members who responded to a RFP issued by the foundation earlier this year.  The recipients include:

· Dr. Jim Mark Ingram - Connecting the Dots (hosts a series of family-based forums at a Little Rock public school during the 2008-2009 school year)
· Drs. Candice Dye, Erica Wade and Shelly Hamrick- Go Green (establishes a recycling program at ACH with patient and family education regarding the importance of recycling)
· Dr. Darrell Nesmith - Arkansas Concussion Management Program (purchases neuro-cognitive testing software and trains personnel in its utilization)
AAP NATIONAL COMMITTEE VACANCIES - 2009-2010 Nomination Period

The call for nominations for the 2008-2009 committee member appointments was issued November 3, 2008, with the nominations closing on March 3, 2009. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics Board of Directors policy requires that a Fellow may be nominated for only one committee and may not serve on more than one committee concurrently.  Fellows may only serve six years as a committee member. 
Any Fellow of the Academy may nominate other Fellows or themselves. Nominees must be active in the Chapters. To be considered for a position, nominees must submit a letter of nomination, a completed fact sheet, and a biosketch. Letters of support are optional.
Committee members are subject to reappointment following each 2 year period of their term.  Members subject to reappointment will be notified on or about January 12, 2009.  For more information about the nomination process, If you have any questions about the nominations process, please contact Melinda Bretz, Division Assistant, Committee, Section and Council Administration, at nominations@aap.org or 800/433-9016, extension 4081.  
Materials may be sent to nominations@aap.org, via FAX at: 847/434-8000, attention Melinda Bretz, Division Assistant, Committee, Section and Council Administration, or by mail to:
The American Academy of Pediatrics
Department of Community and Specialty Pediatrics
ATTN: Melinda Bretz 
141 Northwest Point Blvd
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
The following committees will have member vacancies
beginning July 1, 2009:
Adolescence (3) 
Bioethics (1) 
Continuing Education (1) 
Drugs (1) 
Early Childhood, Adoption, & Dependence Care (2) 
Environmental Health (1) 
Federal Government Affairs (1) 
Genetics (2) 
Hospital Care (2) 
Infectious Disease (3) 
Injury, Violence & Poison Prevention (2) 
Membership, Districts VI, VII and X, (3) 
Nutrition (1) 
Native American Child Health (1) 
Practice and Ambulatory Medicine (2) 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine (3) 
Pediatric Workforce (1) 
Substance Abuse (1) 
Steering Committee on Quality Improvement & Management (2)
AAP EXPANDS RECOMMENDED AGE RANGE FOR ANNUAL FLU IMMUNIZATION

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends annual influenza immunization for the following groups:

· All children, both healthy and with high-risk conditions, ages 6 months through 18 years

· Household contacts and out-of-home care providers of:

· Children with high-risk conditions

· Healthy children younger than 5 years of age

· Health care professionals

· Pregnant women

This expansion targets all school-aged children, the population that bears the greatest disease burden and is at significantly higher risk of needing influenza-related medical care compared with healthy adults. Additionally, reducing influenza transmission among school-aged children will in turn reduce transmission of influenza to household contacts and community members.

MENTAL HEALTH PARITY SIGNED INTO LAW

On Friday, October 3, 2008, the President signed the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act into law. This legislation improves the mental health of all Americans, especially children and adolescents, by requiring businesses that offer health insurance provide equal coverage for both physical and mental health services, including co-payments, deductibles, out-of-pocket expenses, and coverage of hospital days and outpatient visits.
 NEW IMMUNIZATION ALLIANCE ISSUES NATIONAL CALL TO ACTION
Concerns about keeping immunization rates at adequate levels have prompted the AAP to join with other leading medical and advocacy groups to raise the public’s confidence in vaccines. The Immunization Alliance calls on policymakers, public health agencies, physicians, and the public to work together to preserve the health of the nation’s children through immunization. The Alliance, which is made up of  medical, public health and parent organizations, met recently to discuss the increase in questions from parents about the value of, and need for, today’s childhood vaccines. The Immunization Alliance, which comprises the groups listed below, sets forth a Call to Action for public health organizations, government, health care professionals, the media and the public.  The Alliance is committed to continued partnerships with policy makers to ensure that:  

· children receive recommended immunizations on time (according to the schedule of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, the American Academy of Family Physicians and the American Academy of Pediatrics) to protect them against vaccine-preventable diseases and to protect the public’s health;
· vaccines are as safe as possible and vaccine safety research is adequately funded;
· the vaccine supply is sufficient and equitably distributed;
· parents and caregivers have the knowledge and information they need to make fully-informed decisions in the best interests of their child.
STUDY SHOWS MEASLES VACCINE DOES NOT CAUSE AUTISM

A new study provides further proof that measles vaccine has no link to autism spectrum disorder, debunking a theory that has persisted for more than a decade. Scientists examined bowel tissues from 25 children with autism and gastrointestinal (GI) disturbances for the presence of measles virus, and compared the results to biopsies from 13 children who have GI disturbances but not autism. Children with autism were no more likely to have measles virus in their bowels. Nor did researchers find any relationship between the timing of the measles, mumps, rubella (MMR) vaccine and children developing GI problems or autism.  The research was published in PLoS One, the peer-reviewed, online journal of the Public Library of Science. The study was funded by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention through the American Academy of Pediatrics.   
ENCOURAGE YOUR PARTNERS AND COLLEAGUES TO JOIN THE STATE CHAPTER 

There is no better time to be a member of the state chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics.  The chapter works to advocate for its members, pediatric healthcare and children (as confirmed by this year’s outstanding chapter award).  

Please encourage your friends, coworkers and colleagues to join the state chapter.  You do not have to be a member of the national AAP to enjoy the benefits of the state chapter.  Dues are $100 annually.  If interested in joining, please contact klerman@aap.org.  The more state members we have, the stronger our voice will be!  
BECOME A REACH OUT AND READ SITE

It is now easier than ever to become a Reach Out and Read site.  With the announcement of the Blue and You Foundation’s generous gift to the Arkansas Chapter of Reach Out and Read, there are now even more financial and personnel resources to assist clinics in establishing their site.  To begin the process of setting up your clinic with a ROR site, visit http://www.myror.org/Authentication/NewSite.aspx to apply with the national organization.  If you have any questions, please feel free to email Dr. Chad Rodgers at ctrodgers@comcast.net or Kathy Vining DeLone at mom2nat@comcast.net.  
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