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THE 2009 ARKANSAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONVENES
The Arkansas General Assembly convened on January 12, 2009.  The first week of the legislative session was a promising one for Arkansas children and families. Gov. Mike Beebe, in his State of the State address, prioritized a number of initiatives of importance to child advocates. These include: 
· Increasing eligibility for the ARKids first program; 

· Expanding substance abuse services for children and pregnant women; 

· Expanding the coordinated school health initiative through support to schools and school nurses; 

· Prioritizing support for the child welfare system for abused and neglected children; 

· Ensuring proceeds from the new state lottery go to needs-based scholarships; and 

· Further decreasing the grocery tax by 1 cent. 

Governor Beebe unveiled a comprehensive health care initiative (with ARKids expansion, substance abuse services, and school health mentioned above as key components) to be supported through a 56 cent increase in the cigarette tax and another tax on smokeless tobacco. The revenue would also support a statewide trauma system, community health centers, disease prevention, autism treatment and coordination, a Northwest Arkansas campus for the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) and a host of other health-related programs. Increasing the tobacco tax itself is also a health improvement strategy, since increased cost is proven to reduce smoking and prevent youth from starting to smoke. In his speech, Speaker Robbie Wills also called for the tax and many of the programs in the governor’s health initiative. Details of the governor’s health initiative were presented to the Senate and House public health committees on Wednesday and Thursday. Other bills to watch this week include design of the new state lottery for college scholarships, an effort to ensure state agencies do not provide services to undocumented immigrants, and many others.  PLEASE WATCH YOUR EMAIL FOR LEGISLATIVE ALERTS AND MEMBER CALLS TO ACTION DURING THE SESSION.  

LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE – DON’T MISS IT…
The ARAAP 2009 legislative conference will be Saturday, January 24, 2009 from 9 am – 3 pm in the Cress Board Room at Arkansas Children’s Hospital.  The conference will feature several guests including U.S. Representative Marion Berry who will speak to the group about SCHIP, the new administration, federal health policy and the appropriation process.  Also, Jim Pawelski, Director of AAP State Government Affairs, will join us from the national office to walk participants through the day while pointing to national trends and unique characteristics of health policy in Arkansas.  

SAVE THE DATE – 2009 ARAAP PEDIATRIC SUMMIT

September 24-27

Embassy Suites

Little Rock, Arkansas

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PASS SCHIP REAUTHORIZATION BILL 

DAVID TAYLOE, M.D., FAAP, PRESIDENT AAP
“The U.S. House of Representatives did right by children this week. The House stood up for America’s children today by reauthorizing the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) in a 289-139 vote. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) thanks Speaker Nancy Pelosi for her leadership and the members of Congress for their bipartisan work and action to try and renew this important program by its March 31 expiration date. 

“Renewing SCHIP has been one of the Academy’s top legislative priorities. This program funds insurance coverage for more than 11 million children nationwide. Millions more are eligible but not enrolled. The House of Representatives invested in the future of this country today in the passage of this reauthorization, and we urge the Senate to act swiftly and decisively to do the same. 

“AAP supported this bill because it fulfills the pledge of more than $30 billion in federal funding to provide health care for those currently enrolled in the program, and to enroll millions more children, the vast majority of whom are currently eligible for SCHIP or Medicaid but unenrolled. It also strengthens and improves health care coverage for children in a variety of other areas, including: 

• Funding to include 4 million additional children who are currently uninsured 

• Passage of the Immigrant Children’s Health Improvement Act (ICHIA), which will lift a five year ban on public health coverage for legally residing children and pregnant women 

• Funding of nearly $250 million for quality measurement 

“Nine million children are uninsured in this country. SCHIP is a down-payment for what AAP hopes will come in the coming months, comprehensive health reform to ensure that all children have access to affordable, high quality health coverage. AAP calls on the Senate to move quickly to pass SCHIP so that incoming President Obama can sign into law this important legislation.”
RECOMMENDED CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENT IMMUNIZATION SCHEDULE
The new recommended Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Schedule urges an annual influenza vaccine for all children, ages 6 months through age 18, all eligible close contacts of children 0 through age 4, and contacts of children ages 5 through 18 who have an underlying medical condition that predisposes them to influenza complications. The new schedule also includes the dosage schedule for a second oral rotavirus vaccine recently licensed by the Food and Drug Administration. The immunization schedule has been approved by the AAP, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the American Academy of Family Physicians.  To access the 2009 Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Schedule, go to www.arkansasaap.org, click on members only (login – member/password – arkansas).  On the left-hand side of the page, click professional tools and follow the link to 2009 Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Schedule.  
INJURY PREVENTION CENTER NEWSLETTER
To see the most recent newsletter from the Injury Prevention Center at Arkansas Children’s Hospital, follow the link http://www.arkansasaap.org/parentcorner.html, scroll down to safety and injury prevention and click on “here to see the most recent newsletter.”  
RUSSELL BARKLEY TO SPEAK AT CLINTON LIBRARY
***this event is sponsored by Eli Lilly***
New Findings in ADHD: Impact and Outcomes That May Affect Your Patients 

Featuring Guest Speaker:  Russell A. Barkley, PhD
Research Professor, Department of Psychiatry, SUNY Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, NY

DATE AND TIME:

02/05/09 - 6:30 PM

VENUE:

Clinton Presidential Library

1200 President Clinton Avenue, Little Rock, Arkansas

Please RSVP by 1/15/09 to Esther Rogers 501-413-8367 or Chase Pulliam 972-822-1439

AAP NATIONAL COMMITTEE VACANCIES - 2009-2010 Nomination Period

The call for nominations for the 2008-2009 committee member appointments was issued November 3, 2008, with the nominations closing on March 3, 2009. 

The AAP Board of Directors policy requires that a Fellow may be nominated for only one committee and may not serve on more than one committee concurrently.  Fellows may only serve six years as a committee member. 
Any FAAP may nominate other Fellows or themselves. Nominees must be active in the Chapters. To be considered for a position, nominees must submit a letter of nomination, a completed fact sheet, biosketch and optional letters of support.  Committee members are subject to reappointment following each 2 year period of their term.  Members subject to reappointment will be notified on or about January 12, 2009.  For more information about the nomination process, If you have any questions about the nominations process, please contact Melinda Bretz, Division Assistant, Committee, Section and Council Administration, at nominations@aap.org or 800/433-9016, extension 4081.  Materials may be sent to nominations@aap.org, via FAX at: 847/434-8000, attention Melinda Bretz, Division Assistant, or by mail to:
The American Academy of Pediatrics
Department of Community and Specialty Pediatrics/ATTN: Melinda Bretz 
141 Northwest Point Blvd
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
The following committees will have member vacancies beginning July 1, 2009:
Adolescence (3) 
Bioethics (1) 
Continuing Education (1) 
Drugs (1) 
Early Childhood, Adoption, & Dependence Care (2) 
Environmental Health (1) 
Federal Government Affairs (1) 
Genetics (2) 
Hospital Care (2) 
Infectious Disease (3) 
Injury, Violence & Poison Prevention (2) 
Membership, Districts VI, VII and X, (3) 
Nutrition (1) 
Native American Child Health (1) 
Practice and Ambulatory Medicine (2) 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine (3) 
Pediatric Workforce (1) 
Substance Abuse (1) 
Steering Committee on Quality Improvement & Management (2)
ENCOURAGE YOUR PARTNERS AND COLLEAGUES TO JOIN THE STATE CHAPTER There is no better time to be a member of the state chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics.  The chapter works to advocate for its members, pediatric healthcare and children (as confirmed by this year’s outstanding chapter award).  Please encourage your friends, coworkers and colleagues to join the state chapter.  You do not have to be a member of the national AAP to enjoy the benefits of the state chapter.  Dues are $100 annually.  If interested in joining, please contact klerman@aap.org.  The more state members we have, the stronger our voice will be!  
BECOME A REACH OUT AND READ SITE

It is now easier than ever to become a Reach Out and Read site.  With the announcement of the Blue and You Foundation’s generous gift to the Arkansas Chapter of Reach Out and Read, there are now even more financial and personnel resources to assist clinics in establishing their site.  To begin the process of setting up your clinic with a ROR site, visit http://www.myror.org/Authentication/NewSite.aspx to apply with the national organization.  Questions?  Email Dr. Chad Rodgers at ctrodgers@comcast.net or Kathy Vining DeLone at mom2nat@comcast.net.  
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